Travellers in India

great a prince as His majesty had report to be,
to delay me so many years only upon the
report of two Jesuites." Akbar's answer was that
he would arrange a public audience, in which
each of the two European disputants might
plead his own cause. Mildenhall stated his
wrongs, and dwelt particularly on the insolence
of the Jesuits in calling the English thieves;
adding that, were it not for the sacred character
of their calling, he would inflict corporal ven-
geance on them. In the event Mildenhall, by
conclusively proving that the hostility of the
Jesuits to the English was preventing the
king from receiving frequent presents from the
Queen of England, completely turned the
tables upon his reverend antagonists, in a way
which made the monarch " very merrie "; with
the result that thirty days later he was able to
leave with all his demands granted, and a docu-
ment signed and sealed to that effect, " to my
own great contentment, and as I hope to the
profit of my nation." He returned through
Persia to Kasbin,* whence he sent news home.f

* Kastinis north west of Teheran, some seventy miles from the southern
shore of the Caspian Sea.

t Mildenhall comes frequently into the later history of the East India
Company. The following extracts from the Calendar of State Papers
(Colonial), 1513-1616, will give some idea of his later career, which can
scarcely be called creditable :

May 30, 1609, Committee to confer with John Midnall concerning
Hs demands, and project for going to " Mawgoule " in the East
Indies,

July 27, 1609, Petition of John Midnall to the King, declaring his
ten years* travel and charge of 3,000 (we) in the discovery of a rich
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